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DISABILITY RIGHTS PENNSYLVANIA  

  

Goals FY 2015 – 2018  

  

Objectives FY 2017  

  

(October 2016 – September 2017)  

Goal 1:  Protect and advocate for people with disabilities who are 
subject to abuse and neglect.  

 
Objective 1:  Respond to individual and systemic reports of abuse or 
neglect through technical assistance, follow-up, monitoring, investigation 
and/or litigation, including enforcing DRN’s authority to access facilities, 
residents, and records.  
 
Objective 2:  Improve, expand, and monitor systems for reporting, 
investigating, and responding to abuse or neglect including ensuring full 
implementation of an adult protective services system.  
 
Objective 3:  Advocate for the elimination of chemical, mechanical, 
and/or physical restraints and seclusion.  
 
Objective 4:  Address neglect of individuals with ID/DD/MH by 
advocating full and equal access to community mental health services.  

 
 
Goal 2:  Eliminate institutionalization and segregation of people with 

disabilities.  
 

Objective 1:  Advocate for integrated community services, supports, and 
treatment for children and adults with disabilities institutionalized, at risk 
of institutionalization, or otherwise in segregated settings.  
 
Objective 2:  Advocate for the closure of state-operated hospitals for 
individuals with mental illness and state-operated centers for people with 
intellectual disabilities and large, private ICF/IDDs.  
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Objective 3:  Advocate to reduce admissions, develop reintegration 
plans, increase appropriate/specialized community settings for people 
with disabilities as alternatives to nursing home placement.   
 
Objective 4:  Advocate for appropriate discharge and service planning 
for people in state psychiatric hospitals, including individuals committed 
by criminal courts.  
 
Objective 5:  Promote the expansion of affordable, integrated, 
accessible and stable housing, and assure full and equal access to 
housing in the community for people with disabilities.   
 
Objective 6:  Advocate for the development, full implementation of, and 
funding for comprehensive/integrated Pennsylvania Olmstead Plan.  
 

 
Goal 3:  Promote an array of quality consumer-controlled, consumer-

driven, person-centered, and recovery-oriented services to 
enable people with disabilities to live and thrive in their own 
homes, schools, workplaces, and communities.  

  
Objective 1:  Advocate for control and direction by people with 
disabilities in the delivery of services, including the development of 
participant-directed supports and services and community first choice 
option.  
 
Objective 2:  Advocate for additional community-based options for 
children and adolescents who have behavioral health needs and/or 
developmental disabilities to avoid institutionalization.  
 
Objective 3:  Advocate ending waiting lists or removing other barriers to 
community services for people with disabilities who are unserved or 
underserved.  
 
Objective 4:  Expand access to quality education, early intervention, and 
special education services in the least restrictive environment 
appropriate.  
 
Objective 5:  Assure access to Medicaid services.  
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Objective 6:  Assure access to assistive technology for people with 
disabilities to enable them to live and work in their communities.  
 
Objective 7:  Advocate to assure that people with disabilities have 
nondiscriminatory access to comprehensive and coordinated health 
care.  
 
Objective 8:  Advocate for removal of barriers that exist in the state’s 
system of care that prevent access to coordinated and effective services 
and treatment for people with multiple disabilities.  
 
Objective 9:  Advocate for additional home and community-based 
options for adults who have behavior health needs and/or intense 
medical needs, and intellectual disabilities.  
 

 
Goal 4:  Eliminate discrimination on the basis of disability:  
 

Objective 1:  Assure access to government and public services and 
public accommodations.  
 
Objective 2:  Advocate for access to appropriate language used for 
effective communication for people that affect communication in 
government service systems and public accommodations.   
 
Objective 3:  Promote and expand employment of people with 
disabilities, including advocating for Employment First and other 
competitive and supported employment opportunities for individuals in 
segregated employment.  
 
Objective 4:  Assure that people with disabilities have an equal 
opportunity to vote.  
 
Objective 5:  Promote and expand accessible transportation, including 
for individuals who live in rural areas.  
 
Objective 6:  Advocate to ensure that people with disabilities make their 
own decisions to the maximum extent possible and receive appropriate 
substitute decision-making assistance when necessary  
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Objective 7:  Advocate for the rights of people with disabilities who are 
incarcerated, at risk of incarceration, or released from incarceration to 
receive appropriate treatment, equal access to services, reasonable 
accommodations, and diversion from incarceration.  

 
 
Goal 5:  Conduct outreach, training, and education activities.  
 

Objective 1:  Identify and work with unserved and underserved 
communities.  
 
Objective 2:  Develop and distribute accessible and multilingual 
publications on issues of importance to people with disabilities, including 
alerts via the DRN electronic mailing lists and social media.   
 
Objective 3:  Update and improve DRN website and social media 
presence.  


