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The nominations of Judge Brett Kavanaugh to the U.S. Supreme 
Court, Part 2 
 
Last week, we discussed the growing concerns of disability 
advocacy organizations about the nomination of Judge Brett 
Kavanaugh to the United States Supreme Court.  Many of those 
organizations came out and have opposed his nomination.  That 
information was posted on our website at 
www.disabilityrightspa.org.   
 
Since then, more disability rights organizations have come out 
and opposed the nomination of Judge Kavanaugh.  They include 
the American Association of People with Disabilities and Disability 
Rights Pennsylvania.  Both opposition letters will be posted on our 
website later today. 
 
Both AAPD and Disability Rights Pennsylvania made the decision 
to oppose Judge Kavanaugh’s nomination based on his judicial 
record and his public comments about the Affordable Care Act.   
 
Judge Kavanaugh has repeatedly expressed his 
skepticism about the Affordable Care Act and the Supreme 
Court’s decision for upholding it.  He has also written dissenting 
opinions in cases upholding the ACA, advocating positions that, if 
accepted, would undermine fundamental protections of the ACA, 
including the individual mandate.  He has described the ACA 
as “unprecedented on the federal level in American 
history,” urged the court to “exercise great caution” in finding 
it constitutional.  
 

http://www.disabilityrightspa.org/


The Affordable Care Act is so important to people with disabilities 
because it mandated parity in mental health care, it ended 
discrimination by insurers by protecting those of us with pre-
existing conditions, and so much more.  But the ACA remains 
under constant attack.   
 
In a case called Doe v. D.C., Judge Kavanaugh demonstrated a 
shameful disregard for the choice or preferences of individuals 
with disabilities.  Judge Kavanaugh rejected a district court’s 
finding that an individual who lacked capacity to make medical 
decisions may nevertheless can express a choice or preference 
regarding medical treatment; he claimed that this idea “does not 
make logical sense “and does not violate the due process rights 
of the individuals subjected to the surgeries.  He also overruled 
the district court’s holding that the individual’s wishes should be 
given weight under D.C. law, which requires that the District base 
medical decisions on the wishes of individuals who lack 
the capacity to make medical decisions unless those wishes 
cannot be ascertained.   
 
Judiciary Committee hearings are still scheduled for Tuesday, 
September 4th. 
 
#AdvocacyMatters and so does the Unites States Supreme 
Court.  Judges are appointed for life.  Help us protect the rights of 
people with disabilities by asking your U.S. Senators to vote no on 
Judge Kavanaugh.  You can do that before Labor Day by calling 
(202) 224-3121.  The switchboard operator will connect you to 
your senate office. 
Thanks Joyce. 
 


